A rumour was abroad that, in some of the vaults of the London wine docks, sanitary provisions were exceedingly de- fective ; that ventilation was uncared for; that the air was incessantly surcharged with carbonic acid, watery vapour, and alcoholic spirits; that there was extensive leakage of sewage through the walls of the vaults ; and that, as a result of all, the health of the workmen employed in these places was seriously interfered with. These statements, as they were related, bore the full appearance of truth: the particular vaults in which these defective sanitary arrangements most existed were defined; and the diseases, viz. diarrhoea, loss of appetite, emaciation, rheumatism, and pulmonary affections, with which the workmen suffered, were distinctly specified.
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